August 7, 2009
To whom it may concern:

I am pleased to write a letter of recommendation on behalf of Marshall Hawkins, a legendary jazz musician and beloved teacher who has worked at Idyllwild Arts Academy since 1985. He and I are colleagues at the Academy, and I am proud to say we are also close friends and fellow musicians who share a love of working with young people and bringing jazz and other art forms as a gift to the next generation of young artists.
In recognition of his innumerable contributions to the Idyllwild Arts Foundation, a classroom on our campus has been dedicated “The Marshall Hawkins Jazz Building,” to honor Marshall’s more than two decades’ worth of service to our community. He was the first ever recipient of the Lifetime in Arts Achievement Award presented at the inaugural Idyllwild Arts Foundation Gala event in Los Angeles in 2005.

Marshall began his professional music career playing bass with Shirley Horn in 1964, and he toured the United States as a member of the Miles Davis Quintet starting in 1968. Following his stint with Miles, Marshall played for two years with Roberta Flack, and he has made numerous recordings with other major artists and has performed internationally to critical acclaim.

Marshall traveled last year to Bremen, Germany where he participated as an ambassador for Jazzahead, an international jazz conference comprised of representatives from 34 countries who came together to discuss important topics related to the genre of jazz music throughout the world. Marshall was selected by the Goethe Institute of Los Angeles as the only American musician in attendance at the conference, to represent the United States, Jazz in the Pines Music Festival, and the Idyllwild Arts Foundation.

Marshall is the co-founder and musical director of the Jazz in the Pines Music Festival which in its seventeenth year this August raises scholarship money for students to attend Idyllwild Arts Academy. Last year’s festival raised over $70,000.00, 100% of which was given to students to attend our academy.
Three weeks ago Marshall’s “Seahawk Modern Jazz Orchestra” (MOJO), played a benefit concert at the Joan B. Kroc Theatre in San Diego, honoring Charles McPherson and helping to raise money to promote educational programs about jazz music for elementary and secondary school students throughout Southern California. As president of the Seahawk MOJO Marshall believes jazz education teaches a universal language that can serve as a tool for personal, social and economic empowerment. In his own words, it is “a language that expresses and captures the ironies of our unique American experience, especially for the disenfranchised, with humor, joy, boundless artistry and imagination.”
From a personal standpoint it gives me great pleasure to write this letter on behalf of Marshall, as I am lucky to count him as one of my best friends and mentors. Whether on the tennis court, in the Hawkins Jazz Building, in my office on campus, or in one of our homes, Marshall is an inspiration to me and my family, and he is a treasure to our students and our school. He understands how to teach young people about music and how to teach them about life. He knows a lot about the importance of art in education and the vital interconnectedness of art to our lives. Most of all, he is a lovely and caring human being, someone who gives selflessly of himself to help make others’ lives more special.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have about this wonderful man. I can be reached by email at jnewman@idyllwildarts.org or by phone during the work week at 951-659-2171, extension 2225. 

Sincerely,

John Newman

Dean of Students

Idyllwild Arts Academy
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